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Introduction
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What is Advanced Academics?



Advanced Academics includes 
courses, programs, assessments, 

services and supports that provide 
opportunities for students to 

demonstrate college and career 
readiness and earn postsecondary 

credit.

Texas  Education Agency



Benefits
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What can I expect from taking on these courses?



Benefits: Advanced Academics

Costs
Academic Excellence Future

Greater likelihood of 
earning a high school 

diploma & college degree

Easier transition from high school 
to college, military, career, 

technical and life.

GPA Acquire Skills

Development of skills like 
self-directed learning, 

thinking, research,  
communication and 

many more.  

Honors/Dual, 
Advanced/Dual, Advanced or 

Honors = +5pts/semester 
AP, AP Dual, UT OnRamps = 

+8pts/semester



AP, Dual & OnRamps
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What are the differences between these?



AP, Dual & OnRamps
What are the differences between Advanced and AP Courses?

Advanced Courses: These courses that are faster pace with more in 
depth teaching & activities in order to prepare students for AP 
courses.

AP Courses:  AP stands for Advanced Placement.  These are college 
level courses that are operated by College Board.  
● No limit on amount of courses taken
● No placement exam needed
● College Credit earned after taking exam with a score 3+ 

Exam Cost: $42
● Based on your score and what university/college you choose, 

will determine the amount of credit hours you will awarded.



AP Exams
AP Exams will be administered and taken from May 5-16, 

2025.

Students will be able to register for exams towards the 
middle of September.

Last Day to Register for AP Exams: November 8, 2024

Cost per exam: $42 ($12 per exam for students who qualify 
for Free/Reduced Lunch)



 Dual  & OnRamps
Dual Credit OnRamps

Placement Test(s)
● PSAT (Fall)  -or- 
● TSI Exam (Spring)

● No placement test

Course Limits
➔ 18 hours a semester
➔ 14 college courses

➔ No limits on courses 
taken

Earning Credit
● Credit earned by passing the 

course

● UT Grade
● Student can 

accept/decline credit.

Credit Transfer
● Awarded Statewide
● Out of state: Check with 

prospective university/college.

● Can be awarded 
nationally

● Check with prospective 
university/college.



Application Process:  Dual
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How do I apply?



Advanced,
AP & OnRamps 

Courses

Sign up in the spring with your 
counselor when you are building 

your schedule.



Dual Credit: Trust the process!

Apply TX

Fill out the 
application.

Modules
Complete Test Prep 
modules and Parent 

Consent Form.

Testing

Take your PSAT. 
Otherwise plan on 

taking the TSI. 

Interest Form
Submit an Dual Credit 
Course Interest Form 
to your Dual Liaison.



PSAT 
Registration

Fall Semester Exam

TSI Registration
Spring Semester Exam

Exam Cost: $14



Interested in Dual 
Credit? 

Students can scan 
the QR Code. 

Must be logged on 
to the NISD email 
account to access 

form.



AP, Dual & OnRamps
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Courses at Sotomayor



Dual Credit: Current Courses
English Math

English 3 AP/DC
Advanced Pre 
Calculus DC

English 4 H Dual Calculus BC AP/DC

English 4 AP/DC Statistics AP/DC

Science Social Studies

Biology 1 AP/DC US History AP/D

Environmental 
Science AP/DC

World History 
AP/D

Physics 1 AP/DC
US Government 
AP/D

W. Languages Fine Arts

Spanish 3 
Advanced/D

Art Appreciation D

Science/CTE CTE

Anatomy & 
Physiology D

Medical 
Terminology DC



St. Phillips 
College: 
Cybersecurity
This is the first year!  We are 
looking forward to the growth of 
this program.

Newest addition to our Dual Credit Program is 

New Addition
to our Dual Program



On Ramps 
Courses

US History OR & College Algebra OR



English 3
English 4 

Pre-Calculus
Calculus BC
Calculus AB
Statistics

 AP Courses at Sotomayor

2-D Art & Design
3-D Art & Design

Art Drawing
Art History

Music Theory

W. History     US History
Psychology
Government
Macroeconomics
Human Geography

Spanish 3 - 5
French 4

Biology
Physics

Environmental Science
Computer Science

Art English Math

History

World Languages

Science
CTE

Computer Science A1/A2 
Computer Science Principles



CTE
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Courses & Certifications



What is CTE?
CTE stands for Career & Technical Education. 

CTE programs offer a sequence of courses that provides 
students with coherent and rigorous content. CTE content is 
aligned with challenging academic standards and relevant 

technical knowledge and skills needed to prepare for further 
education and careers in current or emerging professions.



Strands/ Certifications:

Architectural 
Drafting and 

Design
Carpentry



Strands/ Certifications:
* Only offered at Sotomayor

Business 
Management

Marketing



Strands/ Certifications:

Digital 
Communication

s- AV

Graphic Design 
and 

Interactive 
Media - 

Animation



Strands/ Certifications:

Exercise 
Science, 

Wellness and 
Restoration

Diagnostic & 
Therapeutic 

Services



Strands/ Certifications:
* Only offered at Sotomayor

Health & 
Wellness



Strands/ Certifications:

Programming 
and Software 
Development

Cybersecurity



Strands/ Certifications:
* Only offered at Sotomayor

Education & 
Training

Culinary 

Arts



Strands/ Certifications:
* Only offered at Sotomayor

Engineering 
Foundations

Renewable 
Energy



CTE: How to Enroll
Students pick their endorsement when entering 9th grade, but 

there is time to change and still complete endorsements before 
10th grade for most programs.

Talk to counselors and ask CTE teachers for help selecting the 
right course.



CREDITS: This presentation template was created by Slidesgo, and 
includes icons by Flaticon, and infographics & images by Freepik 

Follow us on X:
@Soto_Advanced

www.nisd.net/sotomayor

Please keep this slide for attribution

Thank You!

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

