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Despite the pandemic our community has faced the majority 
of this year and starting just months after my term began, I’m 
extremely proud of the work the Northside Education Foundation 
(NEF) Board of Directors has been able to accomplish. This year 
marked NEF’s 25th anniversary and we no doubt pushed past 
uncertainty to continue our mission.  

          NEF’s founders and past presidents should be proud of the many 
ways the Foundation has successfully served as a passport to the future in education 
and innovation in NISD for 25 years. From small steps, to giant leaps of faith, this year, 
NEF has been resilient and I’m pleased to share these highlights:

• Awarded almost $405,000 in grants to Northside faculty and staff
• Creatively soft launched the 25th anniversary celebration by revealing the
        anniversary logo in 3D at the 2019 gala
• Completed a digitalization transformation by making all event registration online
        and by developing a convertible online giving website
• Proactively and responsibly acted by making Spring 2019 fundraisers virtual or
        postponing them
• Awarding grant winners’ at their homes in the summer, using COVID-19 safety
        protocols, to give them the same special recognition as past winners
• Supported meal and school supply distributions as part of NISD’s critical COVID-19 

relief operations
• Aligned the NEF fiscal year calendar with Northside’s for improved business
        operations

Leading this organization in a year intended for celebration, that has been filled with
unimaginable challenges, has also unexpectedly created opportunities for reinvention
and the courage to accept change. Our Board and support staff have fully embraced
this. I hope all of our donors, partners, volunteers, and other friends will join us in
supporting our District as ever-changing resources will continue to be needed in this
new era of education. Let’s come together, and better, for our future generation.

Jerry Lammers,
Alamo Architects 

Letter from the President

Jerry Lammers
President 

NEF Board of Directors



FAIRNESS
courteous, intuitive, unbiased 

John Picacio 
Class of ‘87

Illustrator

2020-2021 Executive Committee
Jerry Lammers, President
Scott Parker, President-Elect
Tomas Larralde, Past-President
Cathy Naiser, Secretary
Vaughn Bomberger, Treasurer
Carl McClenan, VP-Administration
Emily Persyn, VP-Development
Monty Howard, VP-Programs
Amanda Emery, VP-Communications 

Directors Emeritus
John M. Folks, Ed.D.
Dave Gannon
Merry Raba
Ed Rawlinson
Art Reyna 
 
2020-21 Education Advisory Committee 
Brian T. Woods, Ed.D., Superintendent
Katie Reed, NISD Trustee*
Principals ** TBD 
*Elected by NISD Board of Trustees
**Appointed by Superintendent



Director Terms 
Renews (end of) Dec. 2021
Vaughn Bomberger, Garza Bomberger & Associates (Retired)
Monty Howard, Marmon Mok (Retired)
Carl McClenan, Joeris General Contractors
Scott Parker, Bartlett Cocke General Contractors

Renews (end of) Dec. 2022
Cassy Brandenburgh, Jefferson Bank
Wade Cleary, Cleary Zimmermann Engineers 
Lilia Gibson, Linebarger Attorneys at Law
Jerry Lammers, Alamo Architects
Tomas Larralde, Office of Senator Jose Menendez
Emily Persyn CFP®, Equitable Advisors
Ramiro Rabadan, Garza Bomberger & Associates

How to become an NEF Board member: 
a.     Contribute to Board diversity (ethnicity, gender, race, profession,   
        high school, and college attended). 
b.     Develop contacts with an extensive network of people interested  
        in preserving quality public education in NISD. 
c.     Donate time, energy, expertise, and sometimes funds. No fees   
        required to join. 
d.     Volunteer on committees prior to serving on the Board. 
e.     Board members are not required to live in NISD or have children   
        in NISD. 

What is expected of NEF Board members:  
a.     Don’t miss more than three meetings. 
b.     Serve a three-year term. 
c.     Serve on a minimum of one committee at all times during service. 
d.     Grow operating budget and endowment annually.



NEF Grants and Designated Funds

Reminding employees they do not have to be teachers to apply for grants, NEF seeks 
funds from all NISD faculty and staff during its Annual Giving Campaign and, in turn, 
competes and awards grants throughout the school year.

Grants are read and scored by a committee of NEF Board members, NISD staff, and 
community and business volunteers. Training for how to apply for and win a NEF grant is 
provided by the NISD Grants & Recognitions Department under the leadership of director 
Sharon Sanchez.

In addition, NISD is able to use NEF’s tax-exempt status to apply for other grants that are 
not open to public school districts without NEF’s 501 c-3 authority. Designated or restricted 
donations to NEF are designed to be exclusively donor-driven. In each, IRS rules limit the 
use of funds to the specific goals of the donor. 

The Foundation has 37 designated funds. NEF applies interest earned to funds of $10,000 
or more commensurate with NEF’s endowment performance.

TRUSTW
ORTHINESS

honest, loyal, credible 

Jasmin A. Dean
Class of ‘96

Co-founder & Executive Director, Celebrate Dyslexia



Buck’s Jay Opportunity Grants    $1,555
Business Careers HS Scholarship Program (NSITE)  $105,512  
Catherine Young Memorial Scholarship    $7,555
Covington’s Promise      $7,000
Dr. John Folks Education Excellence Fund   $2,066
Emily Persyn, Equitable Advisors    $925
Fred Dyas Memorial Fund for Thornton ES    $2,383
Gordan Bade Memorial Scholarship Fund    $2,170
GT iGnite Fund – Gifted & Talented Parents Assoc.   $5,010
Jack C. Jordan PTA Penny Drive     $54,171
Jay Science & Engineering Academy Fund    $600
Jayci’s Wreath for Heroes/Charlie Moore Memorial Fund   $1,659
Jennifer Ford Friedrich Memorial Scholarship   $1,560
Jimmy Wayne Davenport Memorial Scholarship   $115
Joe & Bettie Ward Fund      $2,563
Joe Becker Memorial Scholarship     $40
Julie Jumamil Memorial Scholarship    $8,500

Designated Funds to Beneficial Programs in 2019-2020*
*Fiscal Year June 2019 to August 2020 (37 Designated Funds)

CITIZENSHIP 
law

 abiding, judicious, responsive 

 Julia Barton Murphy
Class of ‘82

Deputy Chief Sustainability Officer, City of San Antonio



Lauren Molina Memorial Scholarship    $50
Learning Tree Fund       $1,160
Dr. Sara McAndrew/Powell Scholarship    $1,191
Dr. Sara McAndrew/Shields Scholarship    $1,191
Mae Ella Moore Fund – Bennie Cole ES Fund   $500
Mark Fluitt Memorial Scholarship    $3,550
Melva Matkin Esparza ES PTA     $750
Cathy Naiser Grant Program     $4,750
NISD Museum Association Fund    $19,030
Philip Reed Memorial Fund     $1,050 
Picciuti Award       $4,000
PREP – Rawlinson MS      $500
Raba Family Fund       $787
Solar Car Races & Middle School Science Bowl Fund               $45,717
SPC Dane R. Balcon Memorial Scholarship    $100
Tim Traynor Memorial for Science     $395
Dr. Winn Murnin Scholarship for Murnin ES   $25,830
William Fiedler Memorial Fund    $765
Xavier Michael Cardenas Memorial Fund    $500
Total 37 Designated Funds     $318,716

RESPECT
courteous, intuitive, reasonable 

Dr. Alicia Wooten
Class of ‘07

Assistant Professor, Gallaudet University



NEF at a Glance: 
  2018-19   2019-2020
Raised   $1.3M   $1.1M
Assets   $5.1M   $5.7M
Awarded  $1M  $1M

NEF Fundraisers    2018-19               2019-2020
Annual Giving Campaign*   $183,286              $198,000 
Pillar Recognition Gala                 $196,013              $197,000
5K Run/Walk**    $64,555               $43,014
Golf Tournament**   $26,128               $0
Sporting Clay Shooting Tournament** $52,767               $39,162
Theme Park Discounted Tickets Program $38,845               $16,331
Plaza of Influence Pavers   $10,504               $10,869  
Total     $572,098              $504,376

*4,112 donors
**Due to COVID-19, fundraisers in 2020 were made virtual or postponed. 

Memorials & Honoraria 1%
Investment Income 5%
Other Foundations 16%
Employees 18%
Business & Community 60%

Scholarships 5%
Operations 5%
*Endowment 25%
Classroom Grants 30%
Fund Programs 35%
*required by policy

In 2020, the NEF assets, managed by Michael Clark, Aspect Wealth 
Management, increased from $4.6M to $4.9M

Where donations come from:

What NEF donations go to:



Memorials, Honoraria, Bequests, and Grants

Each year, parents and grandparents, business and community partners, individual supporters, and many others 
choose public school excellence to be the focus of their charitable contributions. NEF often receives gifts and 
other legacy-giving to acknowledge a loved one, colleague, or significant event.

2019-2020 Memorials include: In memory of Jennifer Ford Friedrich from Elaine H. Harrison; In memory of George Berg 
from Karen Freeman and NISD Team of 8 (Trustees); In memory of Terry Lee Kuenning, father of Tod Kuenning and in memory of 
Juanita Curiel Perez, mother of JJ Perez from Jill Holmes; In memory of Cathy Young from James Young; In memory of Phyllis K. 
Beck, mother of Jeannine Kearns from Jennifer C. Saenz; In memory of Diana Hockey from Rachel Baker and Raul and Sylvia 
Fernandez; In memory of Jacob F. Elizondo from Rita Valdez; In memory of Linda Page’s mother, Betty Wise from Nancy Kreth; 
In memory of Rose Johnson, former NISD teacher from E.O. Tricksey; In memory of Donna Cooper’s mother, Eretta Pettit from 
Wendy Brake and Elementary ALPHA Family; In memory Jimmy Davenport from Pat Davenport; In memory of Vinicia I. Martinez, 
sister of Robin Martinez, and Edward L. Sanchez, grandfather of Jessica Sanchez from Vanessa Rodriguez and Elementary 
ALPHA Family; In memory of Carlta Rusty Cody from Jim and Katie Reed and Winn Murnin; In memory Pat Gray, Ken Dugas and 
Jana Alexandar Boyle from Winn Murnin; In memory of Ray Tierney from Lynda Noonan; In memory of Janie Madla from Winn 
Murnin and Calvin Buchholtz; In memory of Carol Swiercinsky from Mary P. Thompson, Martha M. Cadena, Jesse Z. Martinez, 
Hubert & Emmie Lou Schwarzer, Timothy C. Antolovic, Claire Friedrichs, and Elvira & Carlos Ortiz; In memory of Jim Burket from 
Sherri Murrah, Marcia Hare and Dick and Christie Montgomery

2019-2020 Honorariums include: In honor of London and Kingston Jimenez from Esther Jimenez; In honor of Sophia 
and Bianca De Leon from Diana Infante-De Leon; In honor of Diana Ely from Stacy Pattenaude with others; In honor of nieces and 
nephews Bruce and Polly, Tracy and Steve, Brian and Johanna, Clay and Kenda, Holly and Justin, Bethany and James, Hilary and 
Jacob, Courtney and Justin, Chance and Stephanie, and Zachary from Patricia Davenport

CARING
com

passionate, em
pathetic, unselfish 

Lorenzo Gomez, III
Class of ‘99

Co-founder & CEO, Geekdom Media



LEARNING 
Diana Ely

Class of ‘79
NISD Teaching & Learning Executive Director

Join us for these events! Visit nisd.net/nef for more info.

March 16, 2021      Sporting Clay Shooting Tournament          
       SA National Shooting Complex

Spring 2021             5K Run/Walk
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Technical Expertise & Service Personnel of Record for NEF

Attorney – Glen Yale, Glen Yale Law Firm
Auditor & Tax Preparer – Joe Hernandez, Akin Doherty Klein & Feuge
Financial Advisor – Michael Clark, Aspect Wealth Management
Bankers – Cassy Brandenburgh Jefferson Bank; Julie N. Varnedoe, Randolph Brooks Federal Credit 
Union, Bandera Pointe
NISD Partnerships Staff – Cassandra Miranda, Norma Rabago, Sherry Doucet, Linda Guerra, 
Maxine Bratton 
NISD Budget & Finance Office
NISD Communications & Marketing Office
NISD Grants & Recognition Office
NISD Fine Arts Department

com
passionate, em

pathetic, unselfish 

RESPONSIBILITY
diligent, conscientious, stalw

art 

Dr. Erika Gonzalez
Class of ‘94

CEO & President, South Texas Allergy & Asthma Medical Professionals



Thank You 2019-2020 Generous Donors!
The Northside Education Foundation’s Board of Directors and the students of Northside ISD extend 

their gratitude for NEF gifts from the following donors*
*Does not include 4,112 participants in the 2019-2020 NEF Annual Giving Campaign who gave $197,000, and 

2,896 participants in the United Way Combined School District Charitable Campaign who gave $151,058.

Donors

3D Vision, LLC

7 to 7 Dental & Orthodontics

A Plus School Solutions

A-Lert Roof Systems

Alamo Architects

Alamo Colleges District

Allen ES PTA

ALPHA GTEAC

Alterman, Inc.

Ancira-Winton Chevrolet

Angela Hludzinsky

Ann Buhl Deacon

Ann & Edward Woods

Appreciation Financial

Art & Sylvia Reyna

Aspect Wealth

Athlete Guild, LLC

Aue ES PTA

Austin Vacuum

Aventine Hill Communities

B. M. Copeland

Bandy Constructors, Inc.

Barnes & Noble

Bartlett Cocke General Contractors

BBVA Foundation

Beard ES PTA

Beldon Roofing Company

Bettie Ward

Blattman ES PTA

Bobby Blount

Boldt ES PTA

Bonnie R. Ellison

Booze Allen Hamilton

Bradley Ward

Braun Station ES PTA

Brian & Meredith Woods

Bridgeman Property Management, LLC

C & F Steel Company, Inc.

Calvin C. Buchholtz, Jr.

Camp Gladiator

Capital Group

Dr. Carl Raba

Carla Sizer

Carnahan ES PTA

Carol Burket

Dr. Carol Harle

Carol Redfield

Dr. Caroline Wernli

Carson ES PTA

Cassandra Miranda

CDI Technology Services

CDS Muery

Central Builders, Inc.

Central Electric Ent. & Co.

Cetera Investors

CGC General Contractors, Inc.

Charles Winters

Chesney Morales Partners, Inc.

Chipotle Mexican Grill

Christie & Dick Montgomery

Chuy’s Restaurant Company

City of Helotes

Civil Engineering Consultants

Claire Friedrichs

Cleary Zimmermann Engineers

Climatec, LLC

Club Z In-Home Tutoring

Cody ES PTA

Cole ES PTA

Combs Consulting Group

Conceptual Mindworks

Cosper & Associates/Ettinger-Rosini 
& Associates

Costco Wholesale

CRI Electric, Inc.



Cude Engineers

D. Wilson Construction Company

DBR Engineering Consultants, Inc.

DecisionEd Group, Inc.

Diana Infante-De Leon

Diana Sowa

Diversey, Inc.

Dominion Primary Care

Dormakaba

Dr. Carla Sizer

Dr. Craig and Cristina McFarland

Dr. John Folks

Driggers ES PTA

DuWayne Headrick

E.O. Tricksey

Ed Rawlinson

Elaine H. Harrison

Ellison ES PTA

Elrod ES PTA

Elvira & Carlos Ortiz

Emily Persyn

Equitable Financial Advisors

Erica Sustayta, CPA, LLC

Erick Paschall

Evers ES PTA

Esther Jimenez

Fastmed Urgent Care

Fields ES PTA

Firstmark Credit Union

Follett School Solutions

Forester ES PTA

Frank Humada, Jr.

Frost Bank

Garza Architects

Garza/Bomberger & Associates

Gary Joeris

Gastroenterology Consultants of 
San Antonio, P.A.

George Block

Gerald B. Lopez

Gillette Air Conditioning Co., Inc.

Glenoaks ES PTA

Global Realty Group

Go Smart Solar

Guido Construction

Harlan HS PTSA

H-E-B Grocery Company

Health Careers PTSA

Hellas Construction, Inc.

Helotes ES PTA

Helotes York Rite Bodies Chapter 
#444 RAM

Henderson ES PTA

High School Achievements/
Jostens

Hilltop Securities

Hoffmann ES PTA

Hollon+Cannon Group, Inc.

Horace Mann Insurance-Laque 
Ins. Agency, LLC

Howsman ES PTA

Hubert & Emmie Lou Schwarzer

Huckabee

IES Commercial, Inc.

Imagine Learning

Imagine Pediatric Dentistry & 
Orthodontics

Intech Southwest Services

Intelligent Engineering Services 

Interface

International Mechanical Services

James Young

J.E. Travis Painting, Inc.

Jefferson Bank

Jefferson Dental Care

Jeffrey Fletcher Agency

Jennifer C Saenz

Jesse Z. Martinez

Jill Holmes

Jim & Katie Reed

Joel Hernandez

Joeris General Contractors, Ltd.

John E. Roth

Joseph Irizarry

Kaarlsen Noonan Rittimann & 
Garcia

Karen Freeman

Kathryn Hill

KCA Engineers, Inc.

KCI Technologies

Keith Kossaeth

Knowlton ES PTA

Kuentz ES PTA



Lakeshore Learning Materials

Lamar University

Laurel Ridge Treatment Centers

Lawrence G. Romo

Layer 3 Communications

Lieck ES PTA

Lifetouch

Linda Balderrama

Linda Bullard

Dr. Linda G. Mora

Linebarger, Goggan, Blair, & 
Sampson, LLP

Locke Hill ES PTA

Lola Hill

Lopez Group Inc. / Henry’s Puffy 
Tacos

Loss of Life Advocates
LPA, Inc.

Luna MS PTA

Lynda Noonan

Main Event

Maldonado Nursery & 
Landscaping, Inc.

Marcia Hare

Marksmen General Contractors

Marmon Mok Architects

Marsh Wortham Insurance & 
Risk Management

Marshall HS PTSA

Martha M. Cadena

Mary Ann Adams

Mary P. Thompson

McAndrew ES PTA

McGriff, Seibels & Williams

Methodist Healthcare System

Mireles ES PTA

Mission Restaurant Supply

M’Lissa Chumbley

Modern Woodmen of America

Moy Tarin Ramirez Engineers, LLC

MS2 Consulting Engineers

Mudipalli Vasudevaranjit

Munoz & Company

My Education Solutions

Nancy Kreth

Neff MS PTA

Netsync Network Solutions

Network for Good

Nextgen Architects

Northside AFT & Northside 
Organizing Committee

Northwest Vista College

O’Connor HS PTSA

Painting with a Twist

Pamela Sprague

Pat Blattman

Patricia Chipoli

Patricia Davenport

Patrick Murnin

Patrick J. Teicher

PBK Architects

PepsiCo

Persyn Engineering

Pfluger Architects

Phillips Edison & Company

Phillips Entertainment, Inc.

Phyllis L. McMillan

Pierre Gutierrez

Proficient Benefit Solutions

Quarter Moon Plumbing, 
A/C & Heating

R & S Excavation

R-S-C-R Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Raba Kistner, Inc.

Rachel Baker

Raising Cane’s

Randolph Brooks Federal Credit 
Union

Raul & Sylvia Fernandez

Rawlinson MS PTA

RBFCU Retirement Program

Rita Valdez

Robert W. Baird and Co., Inc.

Ron & Caroline Wernli

Rosemary Villalobos

Rostam M. Kavoussi

Rudder MS PTA

Rudy Flores Jr., Realtor

San Antonio Council on Alcohol 
& Drug Awareness

San Antonio Ivy Educational 
Fund, Inc.

Dr. Sara McAndrew

Sarah M. Becker

Satterfield & Pontikes

Schlitterbahn Waterpark & Resorts 
TKT Customers



Scobee ES PTA

Sequel Financial Group

Sharon Sanchez

Sherri Murrah

Silber & Associates

Signature Photography, Inc.

Silver & Black Give Back Foundation

Silver Eagle Distributors, LP

Sinclair Broadcast Group

Six Flags Fiesta Texas TKT 
Customers

Sprint

Stacy Pattenaude & Group

Stevens HS PTSA

Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc.

Summit Integration 
Systems/Troxell-CDI

Tero Technologies

Terracon Consultants, Inc.

Testing Specialties, Inc.

Texas Fertility Center

Texas Roofing Co.

The Cathy Naiser Group

The Siemon Company

The View at Crown Ridge

Theresa M. Pena

Timothy C Antolovic

TTL, Inc.

UnitedHealthCare Services Inc.

United Texas Credit Union

Valero Energy Company

Vanessa Ramos

Victoria Air Conditioning, LTD

Victory Martial Arts

Wallis Engineering Group, Inc.

Walsh, Gallegos, Trevino, 
Russo & Kyle, P.C.

Ward ES PTA

William & Merry K. Raba

WOW Branding USA

Dr. Winn Murnin

Young Bros Fire Protection, Inc.



Letter from the President
The previous and current Northside ISD themes – “Northside 
Strong” and “Northside Inspired” – are both themes the 
Northside Education Foundation (NEF) supports and models. 
NISD students, faculty and staff inspire NEF to continue its 
mission to strongly support their success.  

As I reflect on my time with the NEF Board of Directors and 
serving as president, I’m grateful for having the opportunity to 
work with such a phenomenal group of volunteers. I’ve 
enjoyed rolling up my sleeves to benefit Northside.  

NISD continues to grow by leaps and bounds and now has 
almost 107,000 students enrolled. To keep up with the 
increased demand for resources and to improve community 

engagement, the Foundation continues to align its strategic planning with the District 
and implements purposeful innovations and efficiencies.  

During my term, NEF achieved several successes I’m very proud of such as: 

• Ranked in the Top 50 education foundations in the U.S., #1 in Bexar County, by 
The Caruthers Institute

• Named a finalist for a Texas Education Foundation Network Outstanding 
Achievement Award in fundraising and received $1,000

• Received a Texas School Public Relations Association Gold Star Award for the 
2015 NEF Employee Pledge Drive 

• Launched first-ever annual giving program – “NEF Nation”
• Launched the NEF Encore Grant Program, a new program to sustain 

exceptional NEF grant funded initiatives in Northside
• Awarded almost $740,000 in grants to NISD staff
• Executive Director named 2017 SA Business Journal “40 Under 40” Winner

On behalf of the NEF Board of Directors, I hope all of our donors, partners and 
volunteers will join us in continuing to serve NISD’s inspirational teachers, 
administrators, counselors, custodians, and so on. I know that together we can better 
prepare Northside students to be college- and career-ready, and to challenge them to 
meet their full potential. NEF’s able to do this by fueling innovation in the District.

As we look to the future, I have complete confidence in NEF continuing to be successful 
in the years to come. Thank you for the honor to serve.

Cathy Naiser,
The Cathy Naiser Realty Group, Keller Williams

Cathy Naiser
President

NEF Board of Directors

Make a Decision Today to Create a Better Tomorrow

Create a better tomorrow by including the Northside Education Foundation 
in your will today. Consider a planned gift to the Foundation and help 
continue our work in the future. Your gift will help prepare our next 
generation of leaders, thinkers and doers and inspire answers to 
tomorrow’s biggest challenges. Call 210-397-8599 for more information.
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Northside Education Foundation
6632 Bandera Rd., Bldg. A 

San Antonio, TX 78238
nisd.net/nef

NEF Twitter

*501(c)(3) #74-2591569
*Tax exempt nonprofit providing support for Northside ISD

210.397.8599
www.nisd.net/nef


